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1
LENS BARREL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/364,099 filed on Feb. 28, 2006 now
U.S. Pat. No. 7,345,827 entitled “Lens Barrel” which claims
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/657,
261 filed on Feb. 28, 2005 entitled “Autofocus Camera”. U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/364,099 is also a continuation-
in-part application of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/361,
608 filed on Feb. 24, 2006 entitled “Autofocus Camera”. All
of the above-identified applications are hereby incorporated
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to optics and, more
particularly, to lens barrel structures that are suitable for use
with miniature cameras.

2. Related Art

Cameras often employ one or more lens elements to pro-
vide focusing or zooming features. Typically, the lens ele-
ments are located in a lens barrel that is positioned in prox-
imity to an imager. Light received through the camera’s
aperture can be transmitted through the various lens elements
of the lens barrel and focused on the imager.

In products such as digital cameras and other personal
electronic devices, it is often important to utilize space and
materials efficiently in order to allow the products to be min-
iaturized, as well as to reduce weight. As product sizes
become smaller, efficient utilization of space and materials
becomes increasingly important.

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a lens mount 420
engaging a lens barrel 110. FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional
side view of lens mount 420 separated from lens barrel 110.
As illustrated, lens barrel 110 includes a housing 180. A
plurality of lens elements 160 and a larger last lens element
170 are provided in lens barrel 180 and enclosed by housing
180. Housing 180 is sized of a substantially uniform diameter
D1 which accommodates the largest lens within the barrel.
Accordingly, diameter D1 is approximately equal to the
diameter of last lens element 170.

Lens mount 420 has a ring portion 450 having an interior
surface 490 as well as a substantially circular interior space
410. As illustrated, ring portion 450 has an exterior diameter
D6 and an interior diameter approximately equal to diameter
D1 of housing 180 of lens barrel 110. A plurality of threads
185 are provided on an external surface of housing 180 for
engaging threads on interior surface 490 of lens mount 420.
Raised portions 195 of housing 180 may be provided to
secure housing 180 of lens barrel 110 against ring portion 450
after lens barrel 110 has been inserted into lens mount 420.
Raised portions 195 may be provided on a right end of hous-
ing 180 (as illustrated in FIG. 2) or on a left end of housing
180 (not shown). As a result, lens barrel 110 may be inserted
into lens mount 420 through interior space 410, allowing lens
mount 420 to engage lens barrel 110 and secure lens barrel
110 to lens mount 420.

Unfortunately, lens barrel 110 fails to provide efficient
utilization of space. In particular, although lens barrel 110 is
sized with uniform diameter D1 to accommodate last lens
element 170, it is nevertheless oversized with respect to lens
elements 160. As a result, excess spaces 190 are formed
between lens elements 160 and housing 180. These excess
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spaces 190 can cause exterior dimensions of lens barrel 110
and lens mount 420 to be unnecessarily large, resulting in less
efficient utilization of space, and impeding the miniaturiza-
tion of products in which lens barrel 110 is employed. Addi-
tional material may also be necessary to stabilize lens ele-
ments 160 within excess spaces 190, thereby contributing to
excess weight.

Accordingly, there is a need for an improved approach to
lens barrel design that overcomes the deficiencies discussed
above. In particular, there is a need to provide an improved
lens barrel design that provides efficient utilization of space
and reduced weight when employed in miniature digital cam-
eras and personal electronic devices.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a lens barrel includes: a housing comprising a first sec-
tion having a first diameter and a second section having a
second diameter; a first lens element having a diameter
approximately equal to the first diameter of the first section,
wherein the first lens element is enclosed by the first section
of the housing; and a second lens element having a diameter
approximately equal to the second diameter of the second
section.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, a camera includes: a lens barrel comprising: a
housing comprising a first section having a first diameter and
asecond section having a second diameter, a first lens element
having a diameter approximately equal to the first diameter of
the first section, wherein the first lens element is enclosed by
the first section of the housing, and a second lens element
having a diameter approximately equal to the second diam-
eter of the second section; a stage; a lens mount adapted to
secure the first section of the lens barrel relative to the stage;
an imager; and an actuator adapted to move the lens barrel
relative to the imager.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, a method of forming an image includes: providing
a lens barrel, wherein the lens barrel comprises: a housing
comprising a first section having a first diameter and a second
section having a second diameter, a first lens element having
a diameter approximately equal to the first diameter of the
first section, wherein the first lens element is enclosed by the
first section of the housing, and a second lens element having
a diameter approximately equal to the second diameter of the
second section; and translating the lens barrel relative to an
imager.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, a lens barrel includes: a plurality of cylindrical
segments; a plurality of connecting members associated with
each of the segments; and a plurality of apertures associated
with each of the segments and corresponding to the connect-
ing members.

In accordance with another embodiment of the present
invention, a lens carrier includes: a base portion having a
substantially-semicircular cross section; a plurality of lens
elements; and a plurality of holding members located on a top
surface of the base portion and adapted to engage the lens
elements.

The scope of the invention is defined by the claims, which
are incorporated into this section by reference. A more com-
plete understanding of embodiments of the present invention
will be afforded to those skilled in the art, as well as a real-
ization of additional advantages thereof, by a consideration of
the following detailed description of one or more embodi-
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ments. Reference will be made to the appended sheets of
drawings that will first be described briefly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a lens mount in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention
engaging a lens barrel.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of a lens
mount in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention and a lens barrel.

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of a lens
mount and a lens barrel in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of a lens
mount and a lens barrel in accordance with another embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of components of a
digital camera that may be used with a lens barrel in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a side view of a lens barrel in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates an exploded view of a portion of the lens
barrel of FIG. 6 in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective view of a lens carrier in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a front view of the lens carrier of FIG. 8
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a top view of the lens carrier of FIG. 8 in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective view of a lens barrel with
avoice coil in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.

Like element numbers in different figures represent the
same or similar elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of a lens
mount 520 and a lens barrel 210 in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated, lens bar-
rel 210 includes a housing 240 having a non-uniform diam-
eter. In particular, housing 240 includes a first section 220
having a diameter D2, and a second section 230 having a
diameter D3. In various embodiments, one or both of first and
second sections 220 and 230, respectively, of housing 240
may be cylindrical.

A plurality of lens elements 260 as well as a larger last lens
element 270 are provided in lens barrel 210 and are enclosed
by housing 240. Lens elements 260 may include any desired
number of lens elements. In one embodiment, lens elements
260 include 2 to 6 lens elements. As illustrated, lens elements
260 are enclosed by first section 220 and have a diameter
approximately equal to diameter D2 of first section 220. Last
lens element 270 is enclosed by second section 230 and has a
diameter approximately equal to diameter D3 of second sec-
tion 230.

Diameters D2 and D3 can be implemented in accordance
with sizes appropriate for digital cameras and other personal
electronic devices. In one embodiment, diameter D2 is in the
range of approximately 2 mm to approximately 7 mm. In
another embodiment, diameter D3 is in the range of approxi-
mately 4 mm to approximately 8 mm.

One or more of lens elements 260 and last lens element 270
can be implemented as spherical lenses, aspherical lenses,
and/or any other type of lens appropriate for use in digital
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cameras. For example, in one embodiment, lens elements 260
can be implemented as spherical lenses and last lens element
270 can be implemented as an aspherical lens providing com-
pensation for optical imperfections introduced by the spheri-
cal lenses.

FIG. 3 further illustrates lens mount 520 having a ring
portion 550 with an interior surface 590 as well as a substan-
tially circular interior space 510. Ring portion 550 may be
implemented with an exterior diameter D7 as well as an
interior diameter approximately equal to diameter D2 of first
section 220 of housing 240. A plurality of threads 285 can be
provided on an external surface of first section 220 of housing
240 for engaging threads on interior surface 590 of lens
mount 520. As a result, first section 220 of housing 240 may
be inserted into lens mount 520 through interior space 510,
allowing lens mount 520 to engage lens barrel 210 and secure
lens barrel 210 to lens mount 520. Lens mount 520 also has a
base portion 560 that may be engaged with a portion of a
digital camera.

It will be appreciated that by implementing first section
220 with diameter D2 smaller than diameter D1 of lens mount
420, the interior and exterior diameters D2 and D7 of lens
mount 520 can also be reduced in comparison with diameters
D1 and D6 of lens mount 420. Various features of lens barrel
210 and lens mount 520 can be further ascertained from the
perspective view provided in FIG. 5 of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of a lens
mount 620 and a lens barrel 310 in accordance with another
embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated, lens bar-
rel 310 includes a housing 340 having a non-uniform diam-
eter. In particular, housing 340 includes a first section 320
having a diameter D4, and a second section 330 having a
diameter D5. In various embodiments, one or both of first and
second sections 320 and 330, respectively, of housing 340
may be cylindrical.

A plurality of lens elements 360 as well as a larger last lens
element 370 are provided in lens barrel 310 and enclosed by
housing 340. In one embodiment, lens elements 360 may be
implemented in accordance the numbers of lenses previously
described herein with respect to lens elements 260 of FIG. 3.

As illustrated, lens elements 360 are enclosed by first sec-
tion 320 and have a diameter approximately equal to diameter
D4 of first section 320. Last lens element 370 is secured to an
end of second section 330 of housing 340 at a back end 390 of
lens barrel 310. In various embodiments, last lens element
370 can be secured to second section 330 in a variety of ways
including, but not limited to: glue, thermal exposure, ultra-
sonic welding, laser welding, UV tacking, mechanical
engagement, or other ways as may be appropriate in particu-
lar applications.

Because last lens element 370 is secured to an end of
second section 330 of housing 340, it need not be entirely
enclosed by second section 330. Accordingly, dimension D5
of'second section 330 of housing 340, as well as the weight of
housing 340, can be reduced. In particular, diameter D5 can
be reduced in comparison with diameter D3 of FIG. 3. For
example, diameter D5 can be reduced by an amount approxi-
mately equal to dimensions 235 of FIG. 3 which, in one
embodiment, may correspond to the thickness of housing 240
and/or housing 340.

Diameters D4 and D5 can be implemented in accordance
with sizes appropriate for digital cameras and other personal
electronic devices. In one embodiment, diameters D4 and D5
may be implemented using the ranges described herein with
respect to diameters D2 and D3, respectively. One or more of
lens elements 360 and last lens element 370 can be imple-
mented as spherical lenses, aspherical lenses, and/or any
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other type of lens appropriate for use in digital cameras as
described herein with respect to lens elements 260 and last
lens element 270.

FIG. 4 further illustrates lens mount 620 having a ring
portion 650 with an interior surface 690 as well as a substan-
tially circular interior space 610. Ring portion 650 may be
implemented with an exterior diameter D8 as well as an
interior diameter approximately equal to diameter D4 of first
section 320 of housing 340. A plurality of threads 385 can be
provided on an external surface of first section 320 of housing
340 for engaging threads on interior surface 690 of lens
mount 620. As a result, first section 320 of housing 340 may
be inserted into lens mount 620 through interior space 610,
allowing lens mount 620 to engage lens barrel 310 and secure
lens barrel 310 to lens mount 620. Lens mount 620 also has a
base portion 660 that may be engaged with a portion of a
digital camera.

It will be appreciated that by implementing first section
320 with diameter D4 smaller than diameter D1 of lens mount
420, the interior and exterior diameters D4 and D8 of lens
mount 620 can also be reduced in comparison with diameters
D1 and D6 of lens mount 420, respectively.

As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the implementation of lens
barrels 210 and 310 using different diameters D2/D4 and
D3/D5 for first and second sections 220/320 and 230/330,
respectively, allows for lens barrels 210 and 310 to be imple-
mented without excess spaces 190 as previously described
with respect to lens barrel 110. As a result, the size of lens
barrels 210 and 310 can be reduced, thereby allowing newly
available spaces above and below first sections 220 and 320 to
be used for other purposes, or allowing further miniaturiza-
tion of a digital camera or other personal electronic device in
which lens barrels 210 and 310 are employed. In addition, less
material can be used to stabilize lens elements 260 and 360
within first sections 220 and 320, thereby reducing the weight
of lens barrels 210 and 310.

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of various components
400 of a digital camera that may be used with lens barrel 210
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
As illustrated, components 400 can include lens mount 520, a
stage 430, and an actuator 440. It will be appreciated that the
descriptions of lens barrel 210 and lens mount 520 with
respect to FIG. 5 can also be applied to lens barrel 310 and
lens mount 620, respectively. Moreover, lens barrel 310 and
lens mount 620 may be substituted for lens barrel 210 and lens
mount 520 in FIG. 5 where desired.

Lens barrel 210 may be inserted into interior space 510 in
the direction of arrow 600 and engaged with ring portion 550
in any desired fashion in order to secure lens barrel 210 within
ring portion 550. For example, in one embodiment, interior
surface 590 of ring portion 550 may be threaded to engage
complementary threads on exterior surfaces of first section
220 of lens barrel 210.

Base portion 560 of lens mount 520 may be engaged with
stage 430 as indicated by arrows 470. As a result of the
engagement between first section 220 of lens barrel 210 with
ring portion 550 of lens mount 520, and the engagement of
base portion 560 with stage 430, the position of lens barrel
210 can be fixed relative to stage 430.

Stage 430 is a movable stage capable of being translated in
a plurality of directions by actuator 440. For example, actua-
tor 440 can cause stage 430 to move forward or backward in
the directions denoted by arrows 480 in response to signals
provided by appropriate control circuitry. Actuator 440 can be
implemented in accordance with any appropriate mechanism
for providing controlled movements on a scale appropriate
for miniature digital cameras. For example, in various
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embodiments, actuator 440 can be implemented using a
Lorentz motor, a micro-electro-mechanical systems (MEMS)
device, or other appropriate apparatus.

In use, back end 290 of lens barrel 210 can be situated in
proximity to an imager of a digital camera while engaged with
lens mount 520. Light received at front end 280 of lens barrel
210 is passed through lens elements 260 and last lens element
270, and can be received by the imager. It will be appreciated
that lens barrel 210 can be configured to operate with an
imager implemented using any appropriate technology for
capturing digital images formed on the imager, such as
charge-coupled device (CCD) or complimentary metal-oxide
semiconductor (CMOS) technology. The images can be
focused and/or zoomed by translating lens barrel 210 relative
to the imager in the directions denoted by arrows 480 through
operation of actuator 440.

FIG. 6 illustrates a side view of a lens barrel 610 in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. Lens
barrel 610 includes cylindrical segments 620, 630, and 640
joined together by the engagement of a plurality of connect-
ing members 650 with a plurality of corresponding apertures
660. Connecting members 650 and apertures 660 can be
implemented to interlock with each other in order that seg-
ments 620, 630, and 640 may remain connected in the form of
lens barrel 610. A lens element 680 (illustrated by dashed
lines) may be mounted in each of segments 620, 630, and 640.
In one embodiment, one or more of segments 620, 630, and
640 may be perforated in order to reduce the weight of lens
barrel 610.

FIG. 7 illustrates an exploded view of segments 620 and
630 in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. For purposes of illustration, lens elements 680 are not
shown in FIG. 7. As identified in FIG. 7, connecting members
650 can be distributed about the circumference of the seg-
ments, and apertures 660 can be provided on external surfaces
of the segments to receive connecting members 650. As a
result, connecting members 650 can be moved in the direction
of arrows 670 to engage apertures 660.

FIGS. 8, 9, and 10 illustrate perspective, front, and top
views, respectively, of a lens carrier 810 in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention. Lens carrier 810
includes a base portion 830 and a plurality of holding mem-
bers 840 located on a top 860 surface of base portion 830. A
plurality of lens elements 820 are held by lens carrier 810
through the engagement of holding members 840 with lens
elements 820.

As illustrated, base portion 830 is curved, exhibiting a
substantially-semicircular cross section. In one embodiment,
base portion 830 is implemented as a portion of a cylinder,
such as a portion of a cylindrical lens barrel. In this regard, it
will be appreciated that by using lens carrier 810 to hold lens
elements 820, weight and materials costs can be reduced in
comparison to known lens barrel structures. It will also be
appreciated that a bottom surface 850 of base portion 830 may
be engaged with a mount (not shown) as may be desired to use
lens carrier 830 with a digital camera or other personal elec-
tronic device.

FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective view of a lens barrel 910
with a voice coil 950 in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. As illustrated, lens barrel 910 includes
a housing 940 having a non-uniform diameter. In particular,
housing 940 includes a first section 920 and a second section
930. In various embodiments, one or both of first and second
sections 920 and 930, respectively, of housing 240 may be
cylindrical.

Voice coil 950 (i.e., a coiled wire) surrounds at least a
portion of second section 930 and may be used as an actuator
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to move lens barrel 910. In particular, lens barrel 910 may be
actuated through the operation of a magnetic field produced
by current flowing through voice coil 950. In one embodi-
ment, the magnetic field may interact with one or more mag-
nets provided in or as part of second section 920. In another
embodiment, the magnetic field may interact with one or
more magnets external to lens barrel 910. Accordingly, by
applying appropriate currents through voice coil 950, lens
barrel 910 may be translated in a plurality of directions. For
example, lens barrel 910 may be caused to move forward or
backward in the directions denoted by arrows 960 in response
to currents provided to voice coil 950.

Advantageously, because second section 920 has a diam-
eter less than the diameter of first section 930, voice coil 950
may be provided around second section 920 without causing
the external diameter oflens barrel 910 to exceed the diameter
of first section 930. In various embodiments, voice coil 950
may be attached to second section 920 or alternatively may be
suspended in proximity to second section 920. It will be
appreciated that, in various embodiments, a plurality of voice
coils 950 may be provided. In addition, it will be further
appreciated that any of lens barrels 110, 210, 310, or 610, or
lens carrier 810 may be implemented with one or more voice
coils 950 and/or appropriate magnets as may be desired.

It will be appreciated that a lens barrel in accordance with
one or more embodiments of the present invention can be
provided as part of a digital camera or other personal elec-
tronic device such as a mobile telephone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a pocket personal computer (pocket PC), a
portable computer, a laptop computer, a notebook computer,
or other device.

It will also be appreciated that the various lens elements
discussed herein and shown in the figures are provided by way
of' example only, and not by way of limitation. Different lens
elements, such as those having different configurations and/
or different refractive powers, can be substituted for the lens
elements shown or can be added to the lens elements shown.
For example, the lens elements may be implemented as single
element lenses or lens assemblies (i.e., compound lenses).
Thelens elements may be constructed from any desired mate-
rial, such as plastic, glass, or other appropriate materials. In
one embodiment, the lens elements are made from approxi-
mately 10 percent to approximately 15 percent glass-filled
polycarbonate.

Where applicable, the various components set forth herein
can be combined with each other and/or separated into sub-
components without departing from the spirit of the present
disclosure.

The foregoing disclosure is not intended to limit the present
invention to the precise forms or particular fields of use dis-
closed. It is contemplated that various alternate embodiments
and/or modifications to the present invention, whether explic-
itly described or implied herein, are possible in light of the
disclosure.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

8

What is claimed is:

1. A lens barrel comprising:

a plurality of cylindrical segments providing an external
surface of the lens barrel, wherein the cylindrical seg-
ments are not nested within each other;

a plurality of connecting members associated with each of
the cylindrical segments; and

a plurality of apertures associated with each of the cylin-
drical segments and corresponding to the connecting
members, wherein the connecting members and the
apertures are implemented to interlock with each other
to cause the cylindrical segments to remain connected
with each other to provide the lens barrel, wherein the
lens barrel is adapted to hold a plurality of lens elements
in a desired orientation, such that each of the lens ele-
ments is associated with only a corresponding one of the
cylindrical segments and mounted in the corresponding
one of the cylindrical segments.

2. The lens barrel of claim 1, wherein the connecting mem-
bers are distributed about a circumference of the cylindrical
segments.

3. The lens barrel of claim 1, wherein the apertures are
provided on external surfaces of the cylindrical segments to
receive the connecting members.

4. The lens barrel of claim 1, wherein the cylindrical seg-
ments are perforated to reduce the weight of the lens barrel.

5. The lens barrel of claim 1, further comprising the lens
elements, wherein the lens elements are held by the lens
barrel in the cylindrical segments.

6. The lens barrel of claim 1, wherein the lens barrel com-
prises:

afirst section having a first diameter and adapted to enclose
a first one of the lens elements having a diameter
approximately equal to the first diameter of the first
section; and

a second section having a second diameter greater than the
first diameter.

7. The lens barrel of claim 6, wherein the second section is
adapted to enclose a second one of the lens elements having a
diameter approximately equal to the second diameter of the
second section.

8. The lens barrel of claim 6, wherein the second section is
adapted to receive a second lens element to be secured to an
end of the second section, the second lens element having a
diameter approximately equal to the second diameter of the
second section.

9. The lens barrel of claim 6, wherein the lens barrel com-
prises a first plurality of threads on an external surface of the
first section, wherein the first plurality of threads are adapted
to engage a second plurality of threads of a mount.

10. The lens barrel of claim 1 further comprising a voice
coil surrounding at least a first one of the cylindrical seg-
ments, wherein the voice coil is adapted to receive a current
adapted to produce a magnetic field.
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